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short period of time.-Contributions to the debate were made
by Dr. W. Watson, Dr. A. S. Tindal, Dr. J. Coulson Howie,
and Dr. T. Russell.-The President in a short speech reviewed
the discussion and remarked that from the evidence laid
before them the conclusion seemed to be that only to a
limited extent could phthisis pulmonalis be regarded as a
curable disease.

ROCHDALE AND DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY.-
A meeting of this society was held on April 3rd.-Mr.
Herbert Lund read a paper on Failures and Successes
in Urinary Surgery. He described cases illustrating the
difficulty caused by a large lacuna magna in catbeterising
and also in the treatment of gonorrhoea, the distensibility of
the female urethra for the removal of calculus, the evils
of white wax in urethral bougies, and the advisability of
sounding the bladder when performing circumcision in
children. The dangers attendant upon even such a simple
operation as circumcision were emphasised by reference to
the case of an elderly man who had cerebral haemorrhage
with hemiplegia the day after the circumcision was per-
formed. As regarded enlarged prostate careful catheterism was
usually sufficient to give relief. The advantage of operation
was immediate and only transient. Freyer’s operation prob-
ably really consisted in the removal of an adenomatous mass
which compressed the prostate. The suprapubic operation was
the best in all cases of vesical calculus. Syphilitic ulceration of
the bladder might be difficult to diagnose but it yielded to
grey powder and iodide of potassium. Varicocele was best
treated by the open method with excision of a length of
vein. The most certain cure for hydrocele was excision of
the sac. All these points were illustrated by reference to
actual cases, and Mr. Lund also mentioned cases of renal
calculus, hydatids of the kidney, and a case of intermittent
hydronephrosis treated bv nephrorrhaphy in which a large
granulating surface was left and the patient was kept at
rest in the dorsal position for three weeks with a suc-
cessful result.-The President (Mr. R. Burdett Sellers), Dr.
J. Melvin, Mr. W. Stanwell, and Dr. W. J. Kerr, made
remarks, and Mr. Lund was warmly thanked for his interest-
ing paper.

&AElig;SCULAPIAN SOCIETY.-A meeting of this
society was held on April 4th, Dr. Arthur T. Davies, the

President, being in the chair.-The President showed a

specimen of urine from a healthy man which gave in a marked
degree the nitric acid reaction with potassio-indoxyl sulphate.
- Dr. H. P. Miller showed a specimen of Thoracic Hernia
removed from a child, aged two and a half years, who died
10 hours after the initial symptom, vomiting. The hernia
consisted of eight feet of large and small intestine that

occupied the left thorax, displacing the heart to the

right side of the mesial line. It occurred through
an oval, smooth-edged, elastic opening, about one and
a half inches in its longer diameter and about three-

quarters of an inch in its smaller diameter, in the left
leaf of the diaphragm about the lateral centre and towards
the spine. There was no known strain to account for this
condition. The small bowel was deeply congested.-Dr.
B. G. Morison opened a discussion on the Management of
the Third Stage of Labour. He held that no time-limit could
be fixed before the uterus should be pressed to extrude the
placenta, supposing that haemorrhage did not take place then.
But, roughly, a wait of 20 minutes was advisable before an
attempt should be made to express the placenta. He objected
to traction on the cord as a means of removing the placenta.
Douching, vaginal or uterine, after a simple confinement he
held to be unnecessary, while if a lacerated perineum were
present he believed that the procedure was positively
harmful. If the latter state were present a suture should be
put in deeply. The suture he used was one of strong car-
bolised catgut. He held it to be important that when sutures
were used they should be left for a week.-A general discus-
sion followed.

WEST LONDON MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.-
The seventh meeting of this session was held on April 4th,
Mr. Alfred Cooper, the President, being in the chair.-The
President announced that Sir Frederick Treves would delivei
the Cavendish Lecture on June 20th and that its title woulc
be ’ Some Phases of Inflammation in the Vermiforn
Appendix."&mdash;Dr. J. Allan read a paper on the Treatment oj
Malignant Disease by Electrical Currents of High Potentia
and Frequency.-Dr. A. Whitfield read a paper on a case oj
Peculiar Intolerance of the External Application of Mercury.-

’ Dr. A. Mortimer read a paper entitled Remarks on 1000
Ansesthetisations," most of which had been given by him

l during the past two years.-A discussion followed the
L reading of each paper.
L 

Reviews and Notices of Books.’
A Manzcccl of the Practice of Medicine. By GEORCE RoE,

LOCKWOOD, M.D., Attending Physician to Bellevue

Hospital, New York. Second edition, revised. With 103.
Illustrations. London and Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders
and Co. 1901. Pp. 847. Price 17s. net.

THIS text-book is probably better known in America than
in England. In his preface the author states that his

aim has been to present the essential facts and principles
of the practice of medicine in a concise and available

form. Dr. Lockwood has succeeded fairly well in his.
endeavours and a readable and trustworthy manual is the

result. We especially notice that the author has evaded
the fault which we have noticed in so many of the American

text-books-namely, the needless sub-division of the systemic
diseases. To adopt the classification followed by some
authors of dividing diseases of the stomach, for example,
into a large number of sub-groups, the differences being
based on small pathological distinctions, can only prove con-
fusing to the student and is of no practical clinical value.
Dr. Lockwood has been wise in arranging the subject matter
according to the admirable classification of Dr. Osler. _

The etiology, pathology, symptoms, physical signs, com-
plications, prognosis, and treatment of the various diseases.
are well described but the remarks on diagnosis are

decidedly weak and the reader will search in vain for

paragraphs on differential diagnosis. The clinical points
are, however, well brought out and the student by comparing
the accounts of the various conditions which may simulate
each other should, as a rule, have no difficulty in coming to
a conclusion as to the disease with which he is dealing. We
would suggest, nevertheless, to Dr. Lockwood that in future
editions more attention should be given to the subject of
diagnosis.
The author remarks that in preparing this edition the

whole book has been subjected to a thorough revision.

Many portions have been entirely rewritten and a number of
new subjects have been introduced. Among the new sections
may be mentioned those on Bubonic Plague, Gastroptosis,
and Reichmann’s Disease. An account of the analysis
required for the clinical investigation of gastric affections.
has also been supplied. Dr. Lockwood retains lobar pneu-
monia amongst the diseases of the respiratory system,

although he defines it as " an infectious disease due to the

diplococcus pneumonias." We prefer the more modern plan
of placing a description of the disease amongst the infec-
tious diseases." If Dr. Lockwood’s classification were to be-
followed throughout typhoid fever would have to be placed
amongst diseases of the intestine.
The section on Diseases of the Nervous System is

well written and the clinical descriptions are easy to

follow. The pathology of the various diseases is briefly
given but the student is not perplexed by an elaborate
discussion of theoretical or contested matters. The various
illustrations are beautifully reproduced and aid considerably
in explaining the letterpress.

Thomas Henry Huxley. By EDWARD CLODD. Edinburgh
and London : William Blackwood and Sons. 1902. Pp.
226. Price 2s. 6d.

: WE have read this volume, which is one of the Modern

English Writers" series, with great interest. It gives the
reader a realistic and striking picture of a man of great
intellectual force and character who played many parts and
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always with distinction, and who occupied,, a very prominent
and deservedly high position in the scientific and literary
world. It is not too much to say that in whatever relation he

is regarded Huxley united in himself a singular combination
of qualities. He was a bold and original thinker who always,
’kept in mind that the end of philosophy is the detection
of law and unity in seeming multiplicity and discord and
who strove to penetrate to the core of things and to

follow no arbitrarily devised system or authoritative teaching
but to trace out for himself the natural meaning and signifi-
.cance of the facts and of all of them. Huxley manifestly
had great intellectual honesty and courage and a singularly
-clear and robust style of thinking and writing. Nor

was this all, for he was in no wise lacking in imagination
.and humour and he was full of that sense of pitifulness
which, like subsoil-water, underlies the surface of most

strong and noble natures. He was essentially combative, it’
is true, but much of this may be accounted for by the force’
-and sincerity of his convictions and the truthfulness of his
.character, his conflict with adverse circumstances in early
life, and his chronic ill-health. ,

In this small volume we have presented to us a study of
Huxley in his different aspects as regarded from various
standpoints : the man, the discoverer, the interpreter, the
controversialist, and the constructor. Taking it as a whole we think an admirable sketch has been given of him. There
is no need to allude to Huxley’s great services to science, or
to his literary productions and style of writing, for these are
already well known to our readers. As Mr. Clodd says in
’his brief preface, he has made large draughts from the
materials supplied by Mr. Leonard Huxley in his very
admirable Life and Letters " of his father and from Huxley’s
’own writings. We notice that some exception has been
taken to the nature and treatment of the section devoted to
the description of Huxley as a controversialist, but to have
omitted it altogether or to have toned it down and emascu-
lated it would have been tantamount to giving a most

imperfect sketch of him. The ways in which men like the
late Mr. Huxley and Sir James Paget, for example, would
view everything relating to the spiritual faculties of man are,
and always must be, different, but as this section does not
properly fall within the purview of the medical or scientific
journalist we are not called upon to notice it further.

Manual of the Diseages of the- Eye for General
Practitioners. By CHARLES H. MAY, M.D., Chief of
Clinic and Instructor in Ophthalmology, Eye Department,
Columbia University, New York. Second edition, revised.
With 275 Original Illustrations and 36 Coloured Figures.
New York : William Wood & Co. 1901. Pp. xiii. and
408. Crown 8vo. London : Bailliere, Tindall, and Cox.
Price 8s. 6d. net.

THIS is a compendious and well-written text-book that may
be taken as a companion to any systematic course of lectures
on the eye. The author has had large experience in teach-
ing and judiciously directs the attention of the student to
the more important features of each form of disease.
In testing the vision of illiterate persons he uses the
letter E placed in various positions. We doubt whether
this is superior as a test to the letter C suggested by
Landolt. In the present edition a useful plate has been Iadded showing the different organisms which are found in
the chief forms of conjunctival, corneal, and lacrymal
affections. The opportunity is thus afforded of comparing
the gonococcus micro-organism with the pneumococcus,
Koch-Weeks bacillus, the Morax-Axenfeld diplobacillus, the
streptococcus, and the diphtheria bacillus as they are

respectively seen under a magnifying power of 950 linears.
As in all recent ophthalmological works the subjects of errors
of refraction and of disturbances of motility are remarkably
; well given. The illustrations, both coloured and uncoloured,

are unworthy of the -text and might with advantage be
replaced by other and better ones.

A Handbook of Hygiene. By A. M. DAVIES, M. R. C. S. Eng.,L.S.A., D.P.H. Camb., By A. M. DAViES, M.R.C.S. Eng.,
late Sanitary Officer and Bacteriologist Army Head-quarters, India ; late Assistant Professor of Hygiene,Army Medical School, Netley. Second edition. LondonArmy Medical School, Netley. Second edition. London :
Griffith and Co. 1901. Pp. 624. Price 8s. 6d.

THE first thing which will strike the ordinary observer on
seeing this volume is that it has an unusually attractive
appearance-a red leather cover, rounded corners and gilt
edges-evidently a book for the pocket. A study of the con-
tents confirms this view. The information is given in con-
densed form. It is not a text-book for the student but it is

essentially the book on hygiene for military or civil practi-
tioners serving abroad. The first edition appeared in the year
1894 and the principal alterations which are to be found in
the present edition are in the sections which treat of the

sanitary aspects of air, water, and food, soil and sewage dis-
posal, and the causation and prevention of disease. Speaking
generally, it may be said that the book has been brought well
up to date and it is quite exceptional to find a statement so
erroneous as that on p. 123, where the Chadwell spring of
the New River Company is credited with yielding 4,500,000gallons of water daily. This great yield of water was before
the time at which the crack in the basin" unfortunately
occurred. Although the book is not designed as a text-

book of hygiene an advanced student might very profit-
ably read it through when he begins to study the subject
in order to gain a general idea of the outline of the

problems with which he has to deal. The book would also
be a good one for some men to read rapidly through just
before they go in for one of the higher examinations in

hygiene. The work will, however, prove most useful to

those actually and actively employed in appointments deal-
ing with questions of public health, and for such we know of
no better work ; the subject matter is good and the

advantages to which allusion has already been made-the
portability and general get-up of the volume-are likely to
be appreciated.

LIBRARY TABLE.

Tables of Organic Materia Medica for Medical Sudents

By WILLIAM NVOOD, M.B., C.M., M.R.C.P. Edin., Lecturer
on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Edinburgh School of
Medicine. 1902. Quarto, pp. 215. Edinburgh : The Medica]
Supply Association.-These tables have been arranged to help
students who are revising their materia medica prior to

examination and for such purpose they are in every way
suitable. They should not be allowed to take the place of a
recognised text-book, however, during the period of the

regular lectures and the author has therefore supplied his
readers with a blank page opposite to each table so that

supplementary notes from lecture or text-book may be made.
There are four columns in every table&mdash;(1) Name of Plant,
(2) Part Used, (3) Preparations, and (4) Actions and Uses.
In the second column, where crude drugs are referred to, the
dose for internal use is also stated, and in many cases these
doses are unofficial but perhaps useful for examination pur-
poses. In the column of Actions and Uses we find many useful
summaries. In some cases these are excellent, concise, and
carefully worded; in others they are not so good. There is

no mention of the soporific effect of apomorphine, though
only a short time ago a large number of correspondents of
the medical journals recorded instances of the value of the
drug in that connexion. Under the heading of the Uses of
Coca the author says that the truth of the statement that

the leaves of coca, when chewed, enable persons to undergo
great muscular exertion with little fatigue is exaggerated,
and that athletes and others have tried this drug with


